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IS£££^SS RT,FY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEING DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAi 




PATENT 

Attorney's Docket No. PHA 23.S70US 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of 



ALEXANDRE HENON 



Application No.: 09/456,900 



Filed: 12/08/1999 



Group Art Unit: 2684 



Examiner: NGUYEN, THUAN T. 




Appeal No.. 



For: METHOD FOR IN-PROGRESS 
TELEPHONE CALLTRANSFER 
BETWEENE A WIRELESS TELE- 
PHONE AND A WIRED TELE- 
PHONE USING A SHORT-RANGE 
COMMUNICATION CONTROL 
LINK 



BRIEF FOR APPELLANT 



Assistant Commissioner of Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir 

This appeal is from the decision of the Primary Examiner dated 10/23/2002, finally 
rejecting claims 1-19, which are reproduced as an Appendix to this brief. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge the fee of $320, and any other fees that 
may be required by this paper, to Deposit Account No. 14- 127&/25/2883 HGRAVES 68888885 141278 89456988 
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(1) Real Party in Interest 



The real party in interest is the assignee, Koninklijke Philips Electronics, N.V, 



(2) Related Appeals or Interferences 

Applicant is not aware of any related appeals or interferences. 



(3) Status of Claims 

Claims 1-19 remain pending in the present application- All claims have been 
finally rejected and all claims are on appeal. 

(4) Status of Amendments 

All amendments have been entered. No amendment after final has been submitted. 



(5) Summary of the Invention 

The present invention relates to the transfer of an in-progress telephone call from a 
wireless device, or terminal, to a wired device or terminal. In accordance with one embodiment 
of the invention, the wireless device receives an identifier from the wired device over a direct 
wireless communications link. In an exemplary embodiment, the wireless device is a cell- 
phone, the wired device is a telephone deskset, and the direct wireless communications link is 
a Bluetooth™ link. Once the wireless device has received the identifier, it transmits the identi- 
fier along with a call transfer request to enable the telephone call to be transferred to the wired 
device. 
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The primary reference, Jensen, relates to a combination wired/wireless PBX (local 
premises) system. The PBX manufacturer has control over both the wired and wireless por- 
tions of the system. Transfer of in-progres$ calls between wired and wireless telephones is 
described beginning at column 7, line 30. In essence, the user picks up the receiver of the 
user's wired telephone, which then joins the connection with the wireless (wireless PBX, not 
cellular) telephone. The user then, with the wireless telephone, hangs up on the connection, 
leaving only the wired telephone connected. 



Johansson, as illustrated in the cover figure thereof, relates to a cordless telephone 
network system that interfaces and is integrated with both the cellular communications net- 
work and the public switch telephone network. A wireless handset is provided that can com- 
municate with either the cellular communication network (directly) or the public switch 
telephone network, or PSTN (through an interface adapter 210). A wireless headset is provided 
that can communicate with either the wireless handset directly or the PSTN through the 
adapter. Hence, both the handset and the headset can be used for either wireless or wired calls, 
the headset for wireless calls communicating with the cellular network through the handset. 



McGraw relates to a telephone u follow-me" system. A transmitter unit to be car- 
ried on one's person communicates a person's presence to various different telephones (e.g., 
home, car, work). When a particular phone detects the person's presence, it makes a communi- 
cation to automatically register with a telephone system central switch to cause the person's 
calls to be forwarded to that phone. When the person's presence is no longer detected, the 
phone de-registers. 
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on 



In the Final Rejection of October 23 T 2002, Claims 1-19 were rejected based 
Jensen et aL in combination with one or both of Johansson and McGraw et al. The rejection 
states in part: 



P]t would have been obvious ... lo modify Jensen's in-progress call transfer- 
ring technique among wireless devices and wired devices with Johansson's 
teaching (technique) of using "short-range wireless communications" 
among devices as disclosed in order to provide an enhanced method of 
transferring in-progress calls between a wireless device and a wired 
device.... 



* * * 



[I]t would have been obvious ... to modify Jensen and Johansson's disclosed 
technique with McGraw's teaching (technique) in routing calls in order to 
obtain an enhanced system that can offer or provide call transferring 
requests to a wireline telephone .... 



(3) Issue 



The sole issue presented is whether claims 1-19 would have been obvious based on 
Jensen et al. in combination with one or both of Johansson and McGraw et al. 



For purposes of the present appeal only, claims 2-5, 12, 16 and 17 may be consid- 
ered to stand or fall with the respective claims from which they depend. 



(9) Argument 

An important object of Jensen is '*to provide a tdecouomunication system where 
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wireless telephones and conventional wired telephones are integrated to permit an in-progress 
telephone conversation to be transferred between wired and wireless telephones without fur- 
ther action by the telecommunication switch that facilitated the initial call completion" (col. 1, 
lines 60-70)- This object is further elaborated on at coL 8, lines 10-20: 



Thus, the subscriber continues the conversation initiated with the wireless tele- 
phone using his wire telephone 32 without: (a) los$ of connection with the other 
party; (b) requiring a new call origination; (c) requiring any additional actions by 
the telecommunication switch 56. 

Of course, the purpose of the identifier recited in the present claims (claims 1, 8, 18 
and 19) is precisely to enable a new call origination. Otherwise, no identifier would be needed, 
just as no identifier is needed in Jensen. Clearly, Jensen taken alone does not teach or suggest 
the present invention but rather teaches contrary to the present invention. 

Independent claim 14 does not specifically make reference to an identifier. How- 
ever, claim 14 does set forth 41 means operative in the wireless device for transferring an in- 
progress telephone call from the wireless device to the wireline device." No such means in 
present in Jensen et al. 

Considering now the secondary references, Johansson and McGraw, neither refer- 
ence relates to in-progress call transfer between a wireless device and wired device. 

Johansson, as illustrated in the cover figure, relates to a cordless telephone network 
system that interfaces and is integrated with both the cellular communications network and the 
public switch telephone network. A wireless handset is provided that can communicate with 



Received from<408 6174856 > at 3121103 12:22:55 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



83/21/-2003 09:30 408-6175356 PSUC CIP ^ PAGE 07/14 

* % 

PATENT 

Attorney's Docket No. PHA 23.870US 

Page 6 

• either the cellular communication network (directly) or the public switch telephone network, 
or PSTN through an interface adapter 210). A wireless headset is provided that can communi- 
cate with either the wireless handset directly or the PSTN through the adapter. Hence, both the 
handset and the headset can be used for either wireless or wired calls, the headset for wireless 
calls communicating with the cellular network through the handset. 



There is, however, absolutely no discussion in Johansson of in-progress call trans- 



fer. 



McGraw relates to a telephone tfc foIlow-me" system. A transmitter unit to be car- 
ried on one's person communicates a person's presence to various different telephones (e.g., 
home, car, work). When a particular phone detects the person's presence, it makes a communi- 
cation to automatically register with a telephone system central switch to cause the person's 
calls to be forwarded to that phone. When the person's presence is no longer detected, the 
phone de-registers. 



\l Again, there is, absolutely no discussion in Johansson of in-progress call transfer. 

Since Jensen et al. teaches a very different kind of in-progress call transfer than 
that claimed, and since the secondary references contain no teachings concerning in-progress 
call transfer, Applicant submits that the invention as claimed in independent claims 1, 8, 14, 18 
and 19 would not have been obvious in view of the proposed combination(s) of references. 

Considering now various ones of the dependent claims, it may be seen the refer- 
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ences also fail to teach or suggest the features of these claims. 



Claim 6 relates to receiving the identifier in a network and re-routing the in- 
progress call to the wired device. Again, Jensen et al. explicitly teaches away from the use of 
any such identifier. The secondary references are silent. Claims 7 and 11 specify that the iden- 
tifier is a telephone number of the wired telephone. 

Claims 9 and 10 specify the type of link that the identifier is transmitted over. 
Since there is no teaching in the references of transmitting such an identifier, there can be no 
teaching of the type of link employed 

Claim 13 relates to how the link that the identifier is transmitter over is established. 
Claim 15 relates to various aspects of the identifier. The foregoing observation therefore 
applies with equal force with respect to these claims. 
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(10) CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, claims M9 would have been obvious based on Jensen 
et al in combination with one or both of Johansson and McGraw et al. 



Applicant respectfully submits therefore that the Final Rejection should be 
REVERSED. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Michael J. Ure 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 33,089 




Date: March 20, 2003 



Received from < 408 6174556 > at 3/21/03 12:22:55 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



-03/21/-20Q3 09:38 



408-6174B56 



PSUC CIP 



PAGE 18/14 



PATENT 

Attorney's Docket No. PHA 23.870US 

Page 9 

APPENDIX OF CLAIMS 

1 . A method of transferring an in-progress telephone call between a wireless device 
and a wired device, comprising: 

establishing a Short-range wireless communication link directly between the 
wireless device and wired device; 

at the wireless device, receiving an identifier that has been transmitted from the 
wired device to the wireless device over the direct wireless communication link; and 

at the wireless device, transmitting the identifier together with a call transfer 
request to enable the telephone call to be transferred to the wired device. 

2. The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the short-range wireless 
communication link conforms to a given radio frequency (RF) protocol. 

3. The method as described in Claim 2 wherein the given RF protocol is Bluetooth. 

4. The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the short-range wireless 
communications link is an infrared link. 

5. The method as described in Claim 1 further comprising: 

at the wireless device, transmitting a request message to the wired device 
requesting transmission of the identifier. 
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6. The method as described in Claim 1 further comprising: 

in a network, receiving the identifier and the call transfer request transmitted 
from the wireless device; and 

re-routing the irvprogress call to the wired device. 

7. The method as described in Claim 1 wherein the identifier is a telephone number of 
the wired telephone. 

8. A method of transferring an in-progress telephone call between a wireless device 
and a wired device, comprising: 

establishing a first wireless communication link directly between the wireless 
and wired devices when the devices are in physical proximity to each other; 

at the wireless device, transmitting a request message to the wired device over 
the first direct wireless communication link requesting transmission of an identifier; 

at the wireless device, receiving the identifier that has been transmitted directly 
from the wired device to the wireless device over the first direct wireless 
communication link; 

at the wireless device, transmitting the identifier together with a call transfer 
request to a network device over a second communication link; and 

at the network device, receiving the identifier together with the call transfer 
request and re-routing the in-progress call to the wired device. 
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9. The method as described in Claim 8 wherein the first direct wireless communication 
link is a short-range wireless radio communication link. 

10. The method as described in Claim 8 wherein the first direct wireless 
communication link is a short-range wireless infrared communication link. 

11. The method as described in Claim 8 wherein the identifier is a telephone number 
of the wired device. 



12. The method as described in Claim 8 further comprising disconnecting the wireless 
device from the in-progress telephone call following re-routing. 

13. The method as described in Claim 8 further comprising: 

having a user of the wireless device initiate the establishing of the first direct 
wireless communication link by entering given control commands in the wireless 
device. 



14. A communication system, comprising: 

a wireless device having a first transceiver; 
a wireline device having a second transceiver; 

a short-range direct wireless communications link over which the wireless and 
wireline devices communicate using their respective first and second transceivers; 
and 
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means operative in the wireless device for transferring an in-progress 



telephone call from the wireless device to the wireline device. 



15. The communications system as described in Claim 14 wherein the means for 
transferring comprises: 

means for transmitting a request message to the wired device over the direct 
wireless communications link requesting transmission of an identifier; 

means for receiving the identifier transmitted from the wired device to the 
wireless device over the direct wireless communications link; and 

means for transmitting the identifier together with a call transfer request to a 
network device to re-route the in-progress telephone call, 

16. The communications system as described in Claim 14 wherein each of the 
transceivers is provisioned according to a given RF protocol. 

17. The communications system as described in Claim 16 wherein the given RF 
protocol is Bluetooth. 



18. A wireless device, comprising: 
a processor; 

a short-range wireless transceiver; 
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memory coupled to the processor, tangibly embodying a program of 
instructions executable by the processor for transferring an in-progress telephone call 
from the wireless device to a selected wireline device by the following method: 

controlling the short-range wireless transceiver to transmit a request message 

directly to the wired device over a short-range wireless communications link 

requesting transmission of an identifier; 

controlling the short-range wireless transceiver to receive the identifier 
transmitted from the wired device directly to the wireless device over the short- 
range wireless communications link; and 

transmitting the identifier together with a call transfer request to a given 
network device to request re-routing of the in-progress telephone call. 

1 9. A wireline device, comprising: 
a processor; 

a short-range wireless transceiver; 

memory coupled to the processor, tangibly embodying a program of 
instructions executable by the processor for receiving a transfer of an in-progress 
telephone call from the wireless device by the following method steps: 

controlling the short-range wireless transceiver to receive a request message 
transmitted directly from the wireless device over a short-range wireless 
communications link requesting transmission of an identifier; and 
controlling the short-range wireless transceiver to transmit the identifier directly 
to the wireless device over the short-range wireless communications link. 
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